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LETTER FROM 
THE PRESIDENT

It’s been another successful year at IFCD 3 with a lot of essential 
projects completed but also big plans ahead. There’s just one problem…
TRASH. You might ask, why is our flood control team talking about 
trash? That’s because there’s a lot of it and each of those pieces of trash 
add up to create a big headache for the team charged with keeping the 
IFCD 3 system ready when it’s needed. 
 
When it rains, litter and debris end up in our canals and waterways. That 
impacts performance of the flood control system protecting our homes 
and businesses. It also requires that we divert personnel from other 
operations and maintenance assignments to clear trash from the system. 
In addition to delaying other important operations work, the cost of 
having the debris we collect hauled away creates an additional financial 
expense that ultimately has an effect on your tax bill. 
 
Trash is such an important issue to us that we’ve dedicated much of this 
annual report to the subject. Read more about how trash impacts our 
community and what you can do to help, starting on page 6. 
 
Follow the bottle on the water bank throughtout the report and see 
where it ends up!

Sincerely, 

Chris Calvery
President
Irving Flood Control District Section III

THIS PLASTIC BOTTLE IS ONLY AT THE 

BANKS OF THE WATERWAY, NOW, 

BUT IMAGINE WHERE IT WILL END UP.

LET’S FOLLOW ITS JOURNEY THROUGH 

THE CITY OF IRVING.

E. Beltline Rd & 
W. MacArthur Blvd.

N. MacArthur Blvd. 
& Cowboys Pkwy.
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NEWS BRIEFS PROJECTS STARTED IN 2018-19

NEW YEAR, NEW LOOK

At the beginning of 2019, we launched our new website, ifcd3.org. It’s 
one place you can conveniently read everything you need to know 
about IFCD 3. By visiting our site, you can learn about who we are, find 
out when board meetings are, stay up-to-date on all our current projects 
and more. Take a look!

VALLEY RANCH INTAKE SUMP EROSION CONTROL

The Valley Ranch Intake Sump Erosion Control Project is underway to 
address the effects of weather, erosion and the unstable soils of North 
Texas on the sump located along Valley Ranch Parkway near Ranch Trail. 
Heavy storms in September delayed progress on this project, but it’s 
now about 60 percent complete.

COWBOYS CANAL 

Like the Intake Sump project, repairs to the Cowboys Canal wall were 
delayed due to high water levels in September. Work is approximately 
40 percent complete.

WATER CIRCLE CANAL DREDGING

An upcoming dredging project in the canal is expected to remove nearly 
10,000 cubic yards of silt from the waterway. Work will begin soon and 
continue throughout 2019.

TWO KEY PROJECTS COMPLETED

We had a lot of work to do this past year after the record-breaking 
rainfall. However, we’re pleased to report that despite weather-related 
delays, we’ve made great progress on our current projects, completing 
two major assignments: 

Valley Ranch Intake Sump Dredging 

This dredging project was completed in 
September. Our crews removed more 
than 2,000 cubic yards of silt from the 
waterway, which will significantly 
improve the flow of storm water. 

Water Circle Canal Wall 

This project was completed this 
fall and the newly-renovated wall 
performed as expected during the 
heavy storms in September.

Cowboys Pkwy. &
Avenue of Champions

Cowboys Pkwy. & 
Valley Ranch Pkwy. W
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TRASH 

The place trash shouldn’t end up? Our waterways and canals. 
But unfortunately, tons of it does every year. According to the Dallas 
County Utility and Reclamation District, with which IFCD 3 contracts 
for system operations and management, the team gathers 
approximately 30 tons of trash a year from areas adjacent to and 
in our canals, waterways and other system storage facilities. 

But take a record-breaking rain year and that number can rise to 50 
or more tons! Since 2008, more than 300 tons of trash have been 
collected. That’s more than the weight of 60 elephants!

WHERE DOES THE TRASH COME FROM?

The most common forms of litter are food and 
organic materials. Gum wrappers, receipts and 
other small pieces of paper, disposable plates 
and food packaging, and discarded cigarettes. Of 
those, tobacco trash is the largest amount of litter 
found on our roadways – and, some of the most 
difficult of items to contain and remove.

Most littering isn’t intentional – more frequently, it’s the result of trash 
not ending up in a secure recepticles, making it susceptible to wind 
blowing it into city streets, which leads it to storm sewers and into our 
system.

There’s one other culprit that causes problems in our waterways and 
drainage systems, and you might never expect it. One of the most 
common types of debris we find is grass clippings and leaves. 

THE TEAM GATHERS 
APPROXIMATELY 
30 TONS 
OF TRASH A YEAR

Valley Ranch Pkwy. E 
& Ranch Trail

1 TRASH
IS NOT PROPERLY 

DISPOSED OF IN 
A SECURE RECEPTACLE 

WIND
BLOWS TRASH 
INTO CITY STREETS 
AND STORM SEWERS

2

Valley Ranch Pkwy. E 
& Lakeview Park

RAIN 
MOVES LITTER 
FROM OUR 
STREETS AND 
FLOWS STRAIGHT 
INTO OUR CANALS

3

“SOME TRASH IS RECYCLED, SOME IS THROWN AWAY, 
SOME ENDS UP WHERE IT SHOULDN’T END UP.”
Carlo Ratti- Activist, Italian Architect and MIT professor 
focused on designing sustainable cities.
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When debris from yard work is not properly disposed of, it gets swept 
into the streets and ends up into IFCD 3 waterways. While yard debris is 
biodegradable, it doesn’t break down before impacting the flood control 
systems paid for by businesses and residents. 

Both lawn service companies and individual homeowners are required to 
properly dispose of grass clippings. According to ordinances enforced 
by the City of Irving, clippings from grass, weeds, shrubs or trees cannot 
remain on streets or alleyways. Don’t risk being fined. Check out the City 
of Irving’s website for creative ways to reuse your grass clippings and 
leaves into mulch or compost.

COSTS

With levels of trash typically found in Valley Ranch, employees must 
work constantly to keep it out of the IFCD 3 system. DCURD 
employs two full time workers who remove trash from waterways to 
prevent a buildup that could affect operations. 

Costs associated with those employees, a vehicle, equipment, trash bags 
and expenses from storing and paying a company to haul off the debris 
add up to more than $100,000 each year. Not included in that amount 
are costs to address issues when pumps encounter trash, nor temporary 
reassignment of other staff to pitch in and assist in debris situations 
following major weather events. That’s a lot of money for a preventable 
issue!

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

That’s what we’d like to know. The trash problem is a big one we face 
every day. Beyond regular vigilance in disposing of trash – both our own 
and others – around Valley Ranch, we’d like to hear ideas for other ways 
you can think of to clean up your neighborhood. Community trash 
pick-up day? Anti-littering campaign? A contest or competition? 
We want you to be part of cleaning up your community and making sure 
it stays that way.

Passes Ranch View 
High School

Clogged inside of 
flood control system 

TRASH 
IN WATERWAYS
COLLECTS AND RESTRICTS

WATERFLOW 
TO THE PUMPS

SMALL 
PIECES OF TRASH
LIKE PLASTIC BAGS
GET THROUGH THE 
INTAKE SCREEN
DAMAGING 
PUMP INTAKE 
IMPELLERS

COST 
OF HAVING
DEBRIS REMOVED 
CREATES ADDITONAL 
EXPENSE  EFFECTING YOUR 
TAX BILL

4

5

6
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FINANCIALS
IFCD 3 IS DEBT FREE!

IFCD 3 is pleased to announce the organization is officially debt-free. 
Last September, the last bonds that funded original construction of the 
District were repaid. This announcement is indicative of efficient 
financial management and thoughtful stewardship of you taxpayer 
dollars. It’s huge milestone for residents and business owners of 
Valley Ranch, as well as for IFCD 3. Our website has more information 
about this announcement and the history of IFCD 3.

2017-2018 TAX RATE

Property taxes fund our ongoing operations that protect residents, 
businesses and their respective assets from the impact of flood-related 
water damage. The approved tax rate for fiscal year 2018-19 is $0.125 per 
$100 valuation, which represents no increase from the previous fiscal 
year.

CONNECT WITH US

The IFCD 3 Board meets each month at the Valley Ranch Association 
offices located at 8830 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 101, Irving, Texas 
75063. Valley Ranch citizens and property owners are welcome to 
attend and encouraged to ask questions and share their views. 
Please visit IFCD3.org and follow us on Facebook or Twitter (@IFCD3) 
to be notified of upcoming meetings. 

If you see an issue that needs immediate attention, such as a problem 
in a pond or canal, call 972-869-0827. If the situation is an emergency, 
please dial 911 and report the information to City of Irving public safety 
officials. 

We’re here to keep you informed and to answer your questions about 
our role in the Valley Ranch community.

Please send your ideas to solve the trash problem to us via Twitter, 
Facebook or through our website. 

Administrative: $151,018

Salaries & Wages: $5,550

Insurance: $4,526

Misc/Admin: $3,995

Utilities: $77,571

Legal: $10,625

Audit Fees: $7,165

Tax Appraisal & Collections: $16,184

Bank Fees: $2,034

Maintenance: $1,103,817

Mowing: $20,500

Engineering: $20,776

Property Taxes: $2,434,675

Investments & Earnings: $35,039

Penalties & Interest: $5,350

INCOME

EXPENSES
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